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Many people see digital magazines as an area with tremendous 
potential. As a matter of fact, in the last few years, success has 
become easily achievable, especially if you are equipped with 
the right tools. That is where this step-by-step guide comes in. 
All the help and advice that you need to create your own digital 
magazine is right here. 

So let’s get started! 



First of all, you must carefully consider and plan 
what type of content you want to create for your 
digital magazine. CONTENT IS WHAT ATTRACTS 
READERS and ultimately ensures your success, 
so be sure to produce interesting, creative and 
informative pieces! So let’s talk a little bit about 
the DIFFERENT TYPES OF CONTENT that you 
could include.

ARTICLES
Obviously interesting, informative and relevant 
content is key to the success of any magazine. 
So when it comes to creating the articles, ensure
that you know and understand your target 
audience. Tailor the headlines to them: this 
will determine if the article is read or simply 
skipped over. Make sure they are provocative and 
attention-grabbing!

CHOOSE THE CONTENT



CHOOSE THE CONTENT

VIDEOSIMAGES
In this digital age, people expect and enjoy video 
content, and for a good reason. 
Videos not only enhance content, but they are 
also a failsafe way to draw a reader’s attention as 
they can provide a lot of information and context 
in a very short time.

High-quality and relevant images are essential. 
If an image is original and refined, chances are a 
reader will linger on it and read the caption and 
perhaps, be drawn to read the article. So carefully 
chose your images to easily convey the message 
of your magazine or article in just one glance.



So now that we have established the types of 
content that are available to use in your digital 
magazine, it’s time to take a look at WHAT 
FORMAT OPTIONS ARE AVAILABLE and which 
one is right for your magazine. 

HPUB
Hpub allows the production of rich content books 
in a simple and easy-to-manage package. 
Its templates produce great designs with minimal 
experience and have the advantage of simple 
editing options for easy reworking and tweaking. 
It may be simple, but it has everything you need in 
one package.

CHOOSE THE FORMAT



PDF
The .folio format is largely free form and does not 
impose many requirements in terms of structure 
or naming. It is the lesser used of these options; 
however, it is still viable and could be the perfect 
fit for your magazine.

This file format allows documents to be easily 
shared while retaining the same visual formatting. 
It is page-oriented and has a static layout. 
It is easily read on computer screens but the 
Operating Systems on some handheld devices 
have compatibility issues, so you must keep this 
in mind. It does have the advantage that you can 
create your content using most word processing 
packages.

CHOOSE THE FORMAT

.FOLIO



Now you know about the content and format 
options available to you, it is time to look at what 
digital platform is best suited for your magazine. 
This has the potential to MAKE OR BREAK 
YOUR MAGAZINE: the wrong platform could
signal failure, so read on and discover which 
one is right for you. 

EMBED A WEB 
READER IN A WEBSITE
A   web   reader   is   a   free   and   open   source   
JavaScript   library   developed   for   modern   web  
browsers   that   can   be   readily   integrated   
into   a   web   page. Anyone   with   an   internet 
connection   can   view   your   digital   magazine,   
so   you   potentially   have   a   larger   audience.   
It   is also    easy   to   set   up   and   use    thanks   
to   online   guides.   However,   it   is   not   the   
most   popular choice   nowadays.

CHOOSE THE DIGITAL 
PLATFORM



CREATE AN APP
With more and more consumers using their 
tablets and smartphones to view content,  
an app  has   tremendous   potential.   
Not only can it be viewed when you are on the go 
but your readers can also download your articles 
to read offline. 
However, it isn’t the perfect solution for everyone 
as there is no desktop version available.

CHOOSE THE DIGITAL PLATFORM



So you decided to opt for an app, which is   
surely   a   great   choice. 
After all, this solution allows you to MONETISE 
YOUR  CONTENT  AND GET  MORE CREATIVE.   
What   does   this   mean?   Simple:   you make   
more   money   and   your   readers   are   happier. 
Now   let’s   talk   about   some   important   app   
features   that   you   may   want   to   include:

IN-APP PURCHASES

With some apps, you can incorporate additional 
content that customers must pay for. The two 
most common types of in-app purchase that 
you may incorporate into your digital magazine 
are non-consumable (items that can only be 
purchased once) and auto-renewing subscriptions 
(items bought for a specific period that will be 
automatically renewed). Using these will allow 
you to generate revenue and monetise your app.

CHOOSE THE APP 
FEATURES



IN-APP ADS
Incorporating a live feed of content into your 
digital magazine could prove effective. Having a 
live feed will bring your magazine into the modern 
age, putting an end to the preconceived idea that 
magazines are only issued once each week or 
month. Instead, your reader will be able to enjoy 
and engage with your content more often.

In-app advertising is a great way to monetise 
your app with minimum effort. If advertisers can 
reach their target audience via your app, they will 
pay you more to beat out other advertisers, and 
that means more revenues for you. 
Therefore, this is a move for the more established 
digital magazines who have a dedicated following.

LIVE FEED

CHOOSE THE APP FEATURES



PUSH NOTIFICATIONS

Monetise your digital magazine with very little 
extra work by dividing your content into general 
and premium. Premium content is usually very 
specific and provides valuable information, a.k.a. 
information people will pay for. 

A push notification is a message that pops up 
on a mobile device in the form of an SMS-style 
message. 
You can send these out at any time to keep your 
readers engaged and promote your magazine.

PREMIUM
CONTENT WITH A LOGIN

CHOOSE THE APP FEATURES



WEB CONTENT
Integration doesn’t stop there. Some applications 
allow you to display your magazine’s social feed 
on the app’s sidebar for all the readers to see. 
By doing this, you will make your readers interact 
with you on your social pages, and you will create 
a community around your publication. 

Your app and your website are not two separated 
entities… and if they are, well, they shouldn’t! 
Consider integrating some of your web pages into 
the sidebar of your magazine’s app. 
This way, readers will be easily redirected to your 
website if they need it.

SOCIAL CHANNELS

CHOOSE THE APP FEATURES



CHOOSE... TO START!

So there you have it, digital magazine creation step-by-step. All 
you have to do now is to finally make up your mind. Are you going 
to take advantage of this groundbreaking innovation, or are you 
going to miss the chance to monetise your content?

Start creating an engaging, beautifully-designed digital magazine!



WWW.PAPERLIT.COM


